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April 2009

Dear Friends of SHARE USA,

On March 20th Ron and I traveled once again to the Dominican Republic for a week to spend time with the children of Monte Plata, and once again it was a huge success.

This trip was very exciting for me as it was the first time I was able to bring a team of people with skills that allowed us to accomplish so much is a short time.  The following people accompanied us:

· Bill Fisher who again taught science to the 6th, 7th and 8 graders.

· Janet Fisher who helped Rebekah, a young English teacher from California who is living at the school now, with teaching the children English.

· Regina Frigiola and Rebecca Alfaro-Avenoso completed a project for their graduate program on Domestic Violence in the Dominican Republic and also helped teach English.

· Erin Frigiola helped Vanessa, another young woman from California working at the school, with her sponsorship projects.

· Andrea Tocci, a 17 year old high school student who organized and ran a 5K race in Brooklyn last November for the benefit of SHARE USA. 

With all this talented help along we were able to meet several needs for the Eva Russell School and the Casa Monte Plata Orphanage.

The first day of our trip our team was able to paint the computer class room, the dental clinic, and the Science / multi purpose room in the clinic building.

During the week, Bill Fisher, continued to work with Ruth, the Science teacher, and Debora Prenza, the Director, to establish a Science Lab.  In the past 3 years he has been able to consult and guide them in doing just that.  Each year SHARE USA has been able to each year bring in more suitable teaching materials and now a separate room has been established for this purpose.

Bill, also worked with the students and for the second time launched two model rockets.  The firing of these rockets is very exciting for the students as no other school offers such an activity.  We all celebrated the successful launches with ice cream for the entire student body.

Janet, Regina and Rebecca assisted Rebekah, the English teacher, in preparing some of the classes for an English speaking / singing competition among a number of other schools in the area.  Some of the students were exceptional in their ability to learn English.  Since the arrival of Rebekah, all the students at the school have improved tremendously in their use of English.

The theme at the school for the month of March was equality.  The children were taught that we are all special and equal and that one gender is not above the other.  In keeping with that theme I was asked by Debora, the school Director, to speak to the community about Domestic Violence.  Approximately 60 people attended and they seemed very interested and participated in the discussion.  At the end of the talk, I gave everyone a white ribbon to wear as this symbol represents people against violence towards women -   Borra Violencia Contra Mujeres!

Regina and Rebecca are graduate students at Monmouth University working towards their Masters in social work (MSW).  As part of their requirements, they conducted a survey among both the teachers and the women in the community to discover their perception of how large an issue domestic violence is and what, if anything, is available to help women.  Unfortunately for this country, this is a big problem that is only starting to get the attention it needs.  The Directors of the school and the people of the community were very supportive and gracious in helping them complete their study.

Rebecca also conducted a class for a girls group run by Vanessa called Dominicana’s in Action.  The topic of Rebecca’s discussion was dating violence.  

Erin and Andrea assisted Vanessa in her sponsorship program by taking two photos of every child in the school, all 178 of them!

Andrea came along because of her great success in raising funds this past fall to help the students.  Due to her hard work, $1500 was raised and will be used to purchase 25 Science textbooks for the first time for each of the 6th, 7th and 8th grades.  The purchase of the books, along with Bill Fisher’s efforts, were greatly appreciated by the students and the staff.  

Andrea was also responsible for a very exciting event during our stay and that was to help organize a 5K race in Monte Plata for the students in the grades who were getting the new textbooks.  Debora and I felt it was important for the students to fully understand what Andrea did to get them these books.  Jorge, the Physical Education teacher from Colombia, was very excited and helpful in organizing the “1st Tocci 5K Race” in Monte Plata.  A total of 55 students and 10 adults participated and all runners received race tee shirts and numbers.  People in the town came out and cheered the runners on, and 4 firemen from town rode along and in front of the race to clear the way and keep the runners safe.  Medals were donated by Recognition Awards Mart of Eatontown, NJ, so there were Gold, Silver and Bronze medals for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners for both the boys and the girls.  The excitement was as if the Olympics were going on!  

The SHARE USA team also visited the Casa Monte Plata Orphanage and spent a great deal of time playing games with the children.  There was much laughter as Twister was played, sometimes in English and sometimes in Spanish.

Once again, Ramon and Juana Prenza, along with their daughter Debora, would like to thank you for the continued assistance given to the children of Monte Plata.  Economic times are difficult now for everyone and we at SHARE USA recognize that this would not be possible if it weren’t for you and your continued generosity.  Thank you so much.

Sincerely,

Alice Pearce VP

SHARE USA, Inc.

PS  One final note, the photo project I did last year with twelve of the students is now on display in the Library at Monmouth University.  The exhibit is free and will run from April 3, 2009 until April 24th.  Details are on the Monmouth University website, www.monmouth.edu.

